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The Keuno Audiniai Cc. was in the southern two-thirds of a building on the bank of the
Neman River on the corner of Gedimino and Grunvaldo Streets. The Litex Co was in the
northern one-third of the building. The building was in the shape of an "L", the
north~south wing being about 240 £t long and the east-west wing being about 40O feet

long. The brilaing was about 45 £t wide. Before 1939 Kauno Audiniai manufactured cloth
from silk-r:yon thread imported from the UK, Italy, Holland and Germany. From 1333 to
1939, the company imported from 80 to 100 tons of thread annually. This was the only
plant in Lithuania producing silk-rayon cloth. The factory had an outstanding reputation
for its manufacturing efficiency and labor relations. The company employed about 800

nmen and women in 1939,

In 1931, when Kauno Audiniai was organized, 120 "RUti" weaving machines were obtained
from Switzerland. These were installed on the first floor and were operated by women.

In 1936 eighty more RUbL machines were obtained from a factory in Riga which was . manu- :
Pacturing the machines under license. These 80 machines were installed in the south end
offﬁﬁe building. The inspection and control section for the textile production was on
the $&z0nd floor. On the third floor men and women worked cutting, pressing and prepar-

ing the cloth for shipment.

In 1938 the company decided to utilize the floor space in the fourth floor (the attic).
Eight machines for twisting thread to different sizes and spooling it were installed in
the eastern end of the building. The remainder of the fourth floor was devoted to the

machines for printing patterns on the cloth.

Average production, working one elght-hour shift per day, was about three thousand square
mebers of cloth per day. The factory always worked six days per week. The cloth was
sold to wmerchents by two salesmen, one of whom was stationed in Kaunasj the other
travelled throughout Lithuania.

he had worked in this factory during
1945-1946. He said that the new director, a Hebrew, had been appointed by the Communists
but knew nothing else about him. All raw materials were coming from the USSR. There
were frequent stoppages of production because the machines were difficult to repair and
replaceient parts were difficult to obtain. Usual production prior to 19hko 50X1
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was 30 meters of cloth per day per machine, :The Commnist Director had reised the quota to
40 méters pet -day and” bad -cut.the number of threads. pen unit: of ‘eloth.by.10%. He had
assigned one person to operate two or three machines instead of having one person per
machine as was standard prior to 1940. - The faetory was working on two shifts in 1946,

6. Before the Communist occupstion there wes less than ohie-half per cent defective materisal
produced. ‘In 1945-1946 however, the rejection by factory inspection smounted to ..
50X1 25%., . the workers were grented wages for eight hours work with a
bonus if they produced more than their quota. An additionel bonus was given for & low
rejection rate. Under the Communists there was no bonus Plan end the men mainteining
the machines and the supervisors were appointed on the basis of their activities in the
Compunist Party, There was a shortege of technical skill in the factory,

i

Te In this same building the Litex Company made heavy wool cloth for the Ministry of War
from 1926 to 1939, Litex employed about 200 people in the northern third of the building,
and produced about, 700 meters of cloth per dasy. The Drlbe Co. was located at the north
edge of Kaunas in Sen¥iai village. Dr8be employed sbout three hundred people 1in one
shop on eighty machines and produced about one thousand meters of heavy wool cloth per
day for both military and civilien consumers. In Kaunass the Boston Factory produced
light wool cloth. The Boston Co. employed sbout sixty employees on twenty machines. =~ ™.

8. éangiai Audinial manufactured about 1500 meters of light cotton material per day. The
company had about 180 employees and sbout forty machines, The "Nenenas™ Co. was located ‘
about 60 kilometers south of the Latvian border and about 40 kilometers west of Daugavpils.
The company produced cotton materisl. Nenungs had 180 employees and gbout forty machines.

9.  All wool material was produced in 1.5 meter widths and all cotton material was produced in
’ 0.80 meter widths.

10,  The Cotten factory in gangiai village employed twenty to thirty persons s manufacturing
artificisl silk stockings. The Lima Company in Villampole north of Kaunas al=o employed
twenty to thirty persons manufacturing artificial silk stockings.

11. The only - linen. factories in Lithuania up to 1940 were Dziegas in Telsial and the
Mastis Company in Plunge. Each company employed about one hundred people mostly
women, growing plants and weaving it into linen. The work was measonal and the produc-
tion varied.

12.  There wires -nly two Ffactories in Lithuania producing pesper. The first, Petragunai was
about iive kilometers south of Kaunas on the bank of the Neman River. Petradunai
employed about 300 people producing square cut sheets of baper for books, magazines,
newspapers and packing. The Verkal Company sbout 10 kilometers south of Vilnius had
about 150 employees and menufactured rolled paper. Both factories received treated
cellulose from Memel. The rest of the paper used in Lithuania was Imported from Finland
and Germany.

13. During the last eight months of the Soviet occupation, from the Fall of 1940 to the
50X1 Summer of 1941, | buying tobacco under the Soviet Administration. The
goverument tobacco factory was located on Aguono Street in Vilnius. Tobaceo was recelved
from the Ukralne. The factory produced sbout three million cigarettes per month and
about three thousend kilograms of tobacco for "roll-your-own" cigarettes per month.
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